Mar. 14 / Administration of Ronald R

And nothing is as urgent as the question
of Nicaragw: lere is no question that
faces this adinistration, there’s no ques-
tion, 1 think, that faces our times, that is
more crucial to our future than what hap-
pens in Cenlral Awmericn. And this is the
time to help. Yow've heard the saying over
and over again, the cliché, “Tine is every-
thing.” Well, in his case, it's true. If we
help now, we can literally turn the situati
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they called a Creole there—they're blacks
and Indians. And they were just simply at-
tacked for being what they are when the
Sandinistas came in. And he leld up his
hands. When they jailed him, they pulled
all his fingernails out. And he told of the
things that he had seen.

And then there was a display of the
weapons that have been furnished by Nicar-

around and change the future. If we fail
now, | think we guarantee untold problems
for the people of Central America and for
our own children.

When | was a young man back in the
1930°s, n war wus si ing in Furope.
England was imperiled, and its grenat leader
looked across the sca lo us for hope.
Churchill asked for military assistance. lle
said, “If you give us the tools, then we'll do
the job.” And we gave them the tools, to
our everl credit, 1 think all of us—or
some of us—can still remember Lend Lease
and the destroyers and so forth on their
way across the ocean,

Today Adolpho Calero, Alfonso Hobelo
aud Artwmo Cruz look to us for hope, and
we must help them. History will know what
we did, and it will know what we didn't do.
Aund history will judge. 1've made iy posi-
tion clear. 1 need your help as imuch ‘as the
contras need owr help. 1 need for the Con-
gress to kunow that you want to help the
freedom fighters. 1 am talking to them con-
stantly, and they'se telling me more and
more of the people that they're hearing
from buck home who don’t want us to do
this. But theie’s been a great and very so-
phisticated disinformation program abroad,
including  high-priced lobbyists here in
Washinglon, all working for the Sandinista
cause wixl nll portraying them as the good
guys in this particolar fight,

Well, yesterduy, over at the State Depart-
wmeunt, | stood with three men, all of then
veterans from the south. One had been a

agua’s Sandinistn government lo countrics
all over Latin America—not to the nations
or governmeuts, to the Communist guerril-
las in each one of those countries that are
there trying to overthrow those democra-
cies.

If you care—l know—if you care, we'll
win. And il we don't care, we'll lose. it's
that simple. It’s up to us. So, please help us
get this across to the Congress. We're not
asking for American boys to go down there.
There’s been no appeal for them. They've
told us to the contrary. They don't want
them; they don’t need them. They just
need the lools that we can provide for them
as once Churchill asked for tools for their
people. And that's what we're asking the
Congress to do, to enable us to give those
tools to those freedom fighters.

So, help us. And thank you, and God bless
you.

Forgive me, 1 just had a question on the
way out: Why don’t we go to the people?
Sunday night, 1 think it’s 8 o'clock, I'n
going to the people by way of television lo
try and tell them this story and get their
help. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office
Building.
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guerrilla against the El Salvad,
democracy and couldn’t stomach what was
going on and what he saw and switched.
He was there, and be spoke to the group
that was assembled. And another one was
there who hed been in the Sandinista gov-
crmment, md e spoke. And he told about
this disinformation program and the things
of that kind. And the third, he was what
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To the Congress of the United States:

FoEEDOM, RECIONAL  SECUNITY, AND
CGrosAL PEACE

L. Amecrica’s Stake in Regional Security
For wmore than two generations the

United States has pursued s global foreign

Admini.
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holicy, Both the causes and fl of
bori(i War 1l made clear to all Americans

that our participation in world alfairs, for

I by a strong bipartisan consen-
sus, these basic principles have weathered

tent l ic dek gh eight
ns, both Deinocratic and Re-

the rest of the century and beyond, would
have to go b | just the protection of our

national territory against direct invasion.
We hud learned the painful lessons of the
1930’s, that there could be no safety in iso-
lation from the rest of the world. Our
Nation has respousibilitics and security in-
terests beyond our borders—in the rest of
this hemisphere, in Furope, in the Pacific,
in the Middle East and in other regions—
that require strong, conlident, aud consist-
ent American leadership.
In t_so

we _have met

have made important proposals for peace in
Central - America  and  southern  Alfrica.
There and elsewhere, we have acted in the
belicl that our peaceful and prospcrous

1eir own destiny, {ree ol coerci r tyran-
ny Trom cither ni Tiowme of nl)rﬂ(i. -
ic prospects for such a future—to which
America has contributed in innumerable
ways—seem brighter than they have been
in many years. Yet we cannot ignore the
obstacles that stand in its path. We cannot
meet our responsibilities and protect our
interests  without an active diplomacy
backed by American cconomic and military
power. We should not expect to solve prob-
lems that are insoluble, but we must not be
hall-hearted when there is a prospect of
success. Wishful thinking and stop-and-go
c i will not pi America’s in-
terests.
Our foreign policy in the postwar era has
sought to enhance our Nation's security by

p it of four fund: | goals:
. and advance
. the cause of democrac jom, and
human righ ie worl

. e have sought lo promole prosperi
anl $0C! 3
open, ex| i e 1

e
tually eliminate r
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p Ilicy have survived the great and
rapid changes of an ever-evolving world.

There are good reasons for this continui-
ty. Th : T,
and they in turn match both our ideals and
our interesls. No other policy could com-
mand the broad support of the Amecrican
people.

A _foreign policy that ignored the fate of
illions_around The worEl who_seek free-
dom would b a Detrayal of our nalional

own freedom, an ur
allies, could never be sccure in a world
where freedom was threatened everywhere
else. Our stake in the global economy gives
us a stake in the well-being of others.

A foreign policy that overlooked the dan-
gers posed by international conflicts, that
did not work to bring them to a peaccful
resolution, would be irresponsible—espe-
cially in an age of nuclear weapons. These
conflicts, and the lensions that they gener-
ale, are in fact a major spur to the contin-
ued build-up of nuclear arsemals. For this
reason, my Administration has mnde_plaiu

that coulinyi i issoin the
dcmﬂ-
rilg—andoan_gbsiacle 1o _fundawmental im-
prax ey " :

Our stake in resolving regional conflicts
can be simply stated: greater freedomn for
others means greater peace and sccurily for
ourselves. These goals threaten no one, but
none of them can be achieved without a
strong, active, and enguged America.

11. Regional Security in the 80's

est_confljct.
i auges
in the international environment, for these
create both new problems and new oppor-

tw Thyg ities_must define
Amesican policics in the 80's.
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